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Press is by far the more powerful* Once the influence
on opinion exercised by Tie. Times, and by a few other
journals in the same class, was decisive* At that period
newspapers throughout the country took their views from
these organs, borrowed them often with scarcely any
modification* To-day the influence of The Times is
limited to the small circle of those who read its leading
articles.

The same is true of the other papers which appeal to the
few* Their discussion of public affairs affects only
their own readers, who do not number, in all, much more
than a million and a half at the outside* And, as such
discussion is in the popular Press scanty and spasmodic,
the voters in the mass seldom pay any attention to public
affairs until General Elections are at hand, when they
become the victims usually of a catchword or a panic
fear*

This is the most alarming consequence of the Revolu-
tion in Journalism, of which it is now time to trace the
history during the past half-century or so*